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RAGMENT FOUND IN A ~KELETON CASE AT
THR ROYAL ACADEMY.

Behold this ruin, "twas a skull
Once of ethereal spivit full ;
This nurrow ¢+l was life’s rotreat,
This space was thoughit's miysterious seat;
What beautions pictures fill' this spot,
What dreams of pleasure long forgot §
Nor i(.'l\'(', o _fu]_\', nor hnp._ nor fear,
Has left ons truce on reconld here.
Beneath this mouldering canopy
Onee shone the bright and busy eye ;
Hut start pot at the dismal void,
If social love that eye empleyed
IF with po lawless fire it gleamed,
But through the dew of kindness beamed,
The eye shall be forever bright,
Wi stars, and suns, have lost their light.
Here, in this sil mt cavern heng,
Tha rendy, switt, and taneful tongue,
1f falsehood’s honey is disduived, -

v And where it enuld not praise, was chained,
If bold in virtie's cause it spoke,
Yet gentle concord never breke i
That tuneful tonzue shail plead for thee
When death unveils cterty .
avails it whether bare, cr shor
Those teet the path of duty trod
If from the bowers ol joy they 1l il
"ra sooth afilictions humble by
IF randour’s cuilty bribe they spurnad,
And home 1o victue’s lap ret il
‘L hese feof withi angels’ winz
and tread the palace of the sky.
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FROM TOE LONTON REUUNDPER,

EDUCATION IN EGY PT.
It will be in the recollection ol our readers that
Guee we gave some extracts from
he letters of a Miss Holiday, an English lady who
was ‘about to be introduced into tire ’,mime of |
Vehemet All, the ('cl:jbmleal B'.‘:.-]!Iﬂ of Egvpt, for
tho purpose of educating h1 rlnl\n._alr?llm. N
The tollowing extracts o JMiss H.'s _jnu;nal
ind letters showing the success of !r-b'r_ exertions
sor several months, will be found of singularin-

2 short time

terest,

enter she quitted her occupation, saying Te hahe

to follow -her into her private apartment.
entering, I stood at a respectful distance from her,
but she insisted on my taking a seat near her; she

fotlice {ar the princess.

found the princess engaged with her ladies in su.
perintending the thorough cleaning of the grand
saloon ; she was standing on a small Turkish carpet,
siving directions to the servants, who were all
busily employed in obeying them. On seeing me

beckoning me

On

ye Chiltee Seneors (Come Ojudy !

‘hen, in the name of ‘God, the most mercilul, the
nost high, &e. inquired after my bealth, and the
usual morning salutations were given and retuined.,
My boxes and bags being brouzht before her, more
than a dozen ladies were called to inspect their
conlents.  Every thing was examined with the
areatest attention. 1 had taken with me several
nice boaks with pictures, in order to see, fram her
manner, which she would have preferd®d if I had
had the power of teaching; I soon found that with
one accord they wanted no books; these were
therefore, dismissed. Nazly Hanum wished to
begin some mushin work, which I instantiy pre-
pared, showing ber how to exccute it ; she seemed
much  pleased with her labor, and readily did it
with considerable neatness.  Ina short time Fhad
more than a dozen of my royal pupils at work,
some with lace work, others v.ith faney work, and
a few with muslin.  Ata litle altereleven o'elock
he: highness' dinner was brought in by abont
thirty slaves ;a silver bason and jug, with a richly
embroidered napkin, was given to me, while a
young Cireassian slave poured the water on my
hands, a still more beautiful girl doing the same
A small table, inlaid with
pearl and silver, was placed before Lier, over which
was thrown a eloth of velvet and gold ; then eame
forward thiee slaves bearinga large silver tray,
about four feet in diameter which was placed on
the table. I was then called ta take iny zeal near
Ly lap with an embroid-
e

fier, when aslave covered
ered napkin, and another zave mea Freneh cambrie

b
1

Miss Holiday herself kept a respectable school
for vohune ladies a distance l"mn'] Lundnnt and was l
proceeding prosperously, but a journal of Hannah
Kilham s fallinz tnto Lier Rands, she determined to
tovote hersell to Afvica,
m;_.'olii.il:u o London she applied to the British
and Fureira Schocl Soc iety, where she was e:dupn-
ed, and! ultimately engaged by the Ladies’ Sociaty
for promoting education in the Fast.  An intro-
duetion was proeered for her from the ageots ol
Mehomet Al in this conntry, and she procecded
tn ]':,’_\1”. . ; ‘

It1s probably to this energetic cffirt on the
part of an unprotected female that Ali bas bheen
induced o send to thiscountry a minister of public
instrurtiou. ‘His excelleney has bees here several
davs visiting our publicinstit Licus, andon T hurT
Juy spent some time at tue model indint schoul,
Giay's-in-road.

. HET
Cat Manen 27, 1535,

no

[ within the pickle dishes of

handkerchiel for my mouth.  The table was com-
pletely flled with silver plates, salls, peppers, and
aold were glasses of
my spoon, ke, and twk were
of the snme mgssive silveras the table and dishes,
differing only from those of her hizhness in not
having, like liers, the kaadles set with precions
stones. My plate was chanzed with every dish;
mote than fitiv dishes succecded each other on the
table, indeed in such quick succession that there
was barely time to taste wany of them. I was
owever, so pressed, by looks and signs, and nods,
and winks, tir<t to bave this, then (o have that,
thae Trealy felt ot Jast aftaid of sceinz theni—
Although o kuife and fork was by the prinecess, ye!
[she prelened pulling the medtand fowls to ‘pieces
with ber fingers (the usual way of ealing in this
country,) but there was nothing wnelean in the
way she did it, and it was peiformed  with the
ot As 2 mork of particulu

deep-cat alass ;

ot

et dexterite,

«This dav i: amnonz the most remarikable of wy
lile s ahotit fit, AL ML, Mrs. Keuse, Mrs, llr-l.--_ﬁ.;_\-'uu,
and ®Fyvsell, mounted on donkeys, set out fur lln:
harem.  On ecur way we called for Capt. {,}'or:s
janissary—DMr. Wahn the viee- 1, coming up
at the time, said, ‘You must take mine olso for the
honor of the dear old island, Thus procended
by two janissaries in foll dress, with their ciiver
sticks of ollice, we went tavards the Casa Detara,
my beart in prayer 1o the Loid the whule time
that he would ke biz way plain before me.—
With many fears we arived ut the cule of along
avenue, which isthe great strong docr ol thejhavem

C

we next came Loancther steone gale, where the
janissaies and donkey-men Were order dtoremuin,

sl TR A C R B E
while we were wailed on by severd cunyehs, who

fler

took us through anotber strong gate, and soop
ushered us intoa long and stately oo, Wwhere
theie were numeious luddives bosty corle: Ve
were then shown mto an anle-ro r“---lh serveil
with coffee, out of some of the nost splendid eups,
set with diasronds, I have ever beheld, {h.;r it
tendants were young and beantiful shaves, evident-
ly Greek, Georgian, and Clrcas-ian.  Oune brought
us coffee, another sherbet, and a third hauded
sucar, each waiter having numerous slaves fo it
fend upon her belew the dais: after thisa splendid

1
pipe with a massive amber I".'uIlll|l'--_'l_-’1l"t‘i', T.l“ with
larze diamonds, was offered to M. Iiﬂ.&t‘-k‘:\:m.
but refused, that lady conforming more to Huro-
pean than oriental neges.  Two litlle girls were
then brought in to us: they came up to me and
lounged upon e with the greatest confidence, as
if accustomed to such endearments ; they were
evidently some partof thz royal fumily, from their
likeness to the Pasha, In about a quarter of an
hour an old lady, evidently high in oflice, came
to conduct us to her highness.  We followed her
into another side apariment, where we were intro-
duced to the princess, We found Nazly Hanum
sitting on a high divan in the corner of the room.
Mrs. Kruse and myself made our European salu-
tation, but Mrs. Hekekyan had to prostrate herself
at her feet, and to kiss the hem of her garments.
She condescendingly moved her hand in salula-
tion, and then smilingly told us to be seated on
the divan nearest her. Nazly Hanum is alittle
wornan, rather fat, apparently about forty years of
age. Hercountenance is stiking in the extreme,
particularly her [':,'(‘.q—it]l!t‘f'ill I never saw a more
piercing eye in my life : sheis said to be exceed-
incly like lier father,  Iler dress was very simple,
consisting of a black silk handkerchief round the
head, secured at the side by a dianond pin, o shirt
of white Envlich net, which guile coneoniod the
bosom, a 1obe of blue doth, evidently English,
and ajound her hody was wrapped a splendid
Cashmere shawl, from which hang suspended a
magnificent walel ond chain.  She aliost im-
mediately tnguired v hich was the teacher, and
on my heing pointed out 1o liey, acked ma several
qrwslinns in Tuikish, which M. Hekekyeon trins-
Lited. By this time all my nervous fears liad
vanished. Her questions were pertinent and
showed that she had the improvement of hLep
houschold at heart ; she wished me much to come
and live in the Mouse, saving that every 1lcpy
should be allowed me; T of enurse declined tlns
offer, but thanked her for the honor intended. Tt
was at last azreed thut 1 <hontd teach for the first
few months fourioursevery day, i e from 9o'clock
A, M. to 1 P. M. T bund that, owing to my very
imperfect knowledge of tie Torkish language (the
Arabie not being sooi oL e harems,\ 1 could
only devote my=cil wornamental teachine at first,
1ill lime, patir , ond application should open the

inor 1o ceuseful lobor.  The prineess was
evide:tly pleased with me, for she seldom toals ey
g b ‘i i

eyves ot me fora sed "El(]. She w Nitneine the

staad  lielow

We took
ness about noon.
il 2,
“Early this morning I rose and prepaved for en-
tering u;'mn my sphere ol lahor. T took with me
all I thouzht would interest hor highness, and set
off, praving that the Lord would give me the
streneth needed in this strange mode of {.".'lr"hing.
i passed the soldiers at the first eate, snd one of the
«tate eunuchs ushered me into the harem, whepe'l

whole time, whiie a crowd of lad
the dais, watching herevery movenment,
our defariure from her h

yoshe broke Awo ar three bard-boiled
Land laid them iy plate, frequenty placing on
11t alsothe chai

LA

| onas ezgs,

Yo seor

n she L time of any dish, o
little beil was runz. Tewords the ante-room there
Iu ere no fewer than three great silver travs, each
Phted with nine or ten diches, and
empliedanober took its place.
stppacted by those black slaves. riehly dressed,
fwhostood ke theee statues: at the foot of divan,

+ room (the divans rance all
round the oo, except where the entrance is,)

bon each
oald thres young

1
j
o

o holdin

eet part of the dish before use—

as oue “':l_\' Was
Fach tray was

»anil beautitul girls, also splen-
their eves constantly fixed on
flv-cliacer, another

SPEECH OF MR, CLAY,
On the subject of AYolition Petitinns.

—

In Sexare, Thursday, February 7, 1839.

Mr. Cray, ok Kentucky, rose to present a petition, and said: T have re-
ceived, Mr, President, a petition to the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Uunited States, which I wish to present to the Senate, [t |s_s|gned
by several hundred inhabitants of the District of Columbia, and chwl!y of
the city of Washington. Among them I recognise the name of the Iugi_ﬂ_\'
estcemed Mayor of the city, and other respectable names, some of which
are personally and well ksown to me. 'I’hl'-}f. express 11:elr regret that the
subject of the abolition of slavery within the District of (JUl'_ﬂ!“lll:‘ continues
to be pressed upon the consideration ol Congress by inconsiderate and mis-
uided individuals in other parts of the United States.  They state that they
ﬁn not desire the abolition of slavery within the District, even if Congress
possess the very questionable power of'_nbulisl_ting it, \\'it]lout the evusent
of the people whose interests wosld be immediately and directly nlﬂ:cllcd hy
the measure; that it is a question solely between the people of the District
and their only constitutional Legislature, purely municipal, and one in 1?hu-]1
no exterior influence or interost can jusily interfere ; that, i_l‘ aL any h]lu!'e
period the peaple of thiz District should desive the -.1lmlit_i{m f’! slu‘ver_v within
it, they will doubtless make their wishes known, when it will be time enopgh
to take the matter into eonsiderntion that they do not, on this oceasion,
pres™nl themselves to Congress heeause they are slave-holders—many of
them are not—some of them are censcientiously opposed to slavery—but
they appear because they justly respect the rights of those wll'n own that de-
seription of property, and because they entertain a deep (‘.{JI!\']‘(‘TI{‘lﬂ‘lh(ll the
continued agitation of the question by those who have no rigiit to interfere
with it, has an injurious wfluence on the peaee and tranquillity of the com-
musity, al upon the well-being and happiness of those who are held in
subjection : they finally protest as well against the unauthorized intervention
of which they complain, ss against any legislation on the part of Congress
in compliance therewith.  But, as I wish these respectable petitioners to be
themselves heard, T request that their petition may be read. [It was read
accordingly, and Mr. Crav procecded,] Iam informed by the committee
which requested me to offer this petition, and helieve, that it expresses the
almest unanimous sentiments of the people of the Distriet of Gnl_u_mb:a.
The performance of this service atfords me, said Mr. C,, a legitimate op-
porta iity, of which, with the permission of the Senate, I mean now to avail
myself, to sav something, not enly on the particular 0’!1_!!31:&'5.0"_ the petition,
but upon the great and interesting subject with which it is intimately asso-
ciate |,
It is well known to the Senate, said Mr. Clay, that T have thonght that the
most judicious course with abelition petitions has not been of late pursued
by Congress, 1 have believed that it would have heen wisest to have re-
{eeived and referred them, without opposition, and to have reported against
their object in a calm and dispassionate and argumentative appeal to the good
sense of the whole community, It has been supposed, however, by a ma-
jority of Congress, that it was most expedient either not to receive the peti-
tions at all, or, if formally received, not to act definitiv ly upon .Lhen].—
There is no substantial difference between these opposite opinions, since
hoth look to an absclute rejection of the prayer of the petitioners, Bt
there is a great diflorence in the form of proceeding 3 and, Mr. President,
some experience in e eondaet of howan affaies hus taught me to belln_\'e
that a neglect to ohserve established forms is often attended with more mis-
chisvous consequences than the infliction of a positive injury.  We all know
that, even in private life, a violation of the existing usages and ceremonies
of soriety eannot take place without serious prejudice. I fear, sir, that 1_he
abolitionists have aequired a considerable apparent force by blending with
|ilie object whieh they have in view a collateral and totally different question,
arising out of an alleged violation of the right of petition. T know full
well, and take great pleasure in testilying, that nothing was remoter [rom the
intention of he majority of the Senate, from which I differed, than to vio-
fate the right of petition in any ease in which, areording to its judgment,
that right could be constitutionally exereised, or where the object of the pe-
tition eould be safely or properly granted.  Still, it mnst be owned that the
abolitionists have seized hold of the fact of the treatment whieh their peti-
tions have reccived in Congress, and made injurious impressions upon the
minds of alarge portion of the esmmunity. ‘Fhis, I think, might have been
avoided by the course which I should have been glad to have seen pursued.
And I desire now, Mr. President, to advert to some of those tapies which
[ think might have been usefully embodied in a report by a commitiee of
the Seaate, and which, T am persuaded, would have chiecked the progress,
il it had not altogether arrested the efforts, of abolition. I am sensible, sir,
that this work would have been aecomplished with mueh greater ability and

a cup with watcr, afourth a basin
ne towel worked with eold, and
el betore movtioned, . Dinner
oy great refict, our hands were
' retived to sleep, and T re-

LXOEsS

nseluddions

cileranidia, Jugust 5, 1838,
e lesttwo nonths have been 2 time of
much damestisand Yodily suffering. T was econ-
fined w bed G several weeks.,

“My attendance at the harem has been follow-
ed with the stocheering suceess, 1 was re-
ccived und Lonored with every possible distine-
tion, and eontinue o be weleomed by the royal
party as it 1 were one of themselves, SHince 1
have been st Roscuta, Mehemet Al has sent me
the kindest messages, saying to the governing
effendi that every possible eare was 1o be taken
of me, for that he (Mehemet Ali) was mueh iate-
rested in my recovery, as well as the rest of lis
taily,  Indead, T may say that from the time 1
was taken il ki attention and kindness have been
of the most marked eharacter.,

“T am to roceive £10 a month for my attend-
ance on the harem. T might have had thiree times
as much hrd I wished, but this T thought was just,
and therefore settled it so. My allness, hamanly
spenking, originated from my excessive exertion
in the sehood, sivd st the haresm, especially the
latter, having during the hot nonths 1o pass
throngh the desert part of the Nile to the Chsa
Plebara, when the heat exeeeded 1147 of Fahr,
The sand wind, also, with its elonds of dust, was
too mueh for my strengih, and the iable of the
harew added not a linle o wmy illness,  'The dish-
es have ofien been too mueh for me; T have tried
arain and again to avold them, bhut nothing wonld
do with her highness but that the dish she most
veteenied should be msted by her teadder I!n}’ afa
ter day.”

TASHMERE AND BLANKET SHAWLS.—
O ened to l!-’\}'— .
1 Green wud Drab gronnds Caslimers Shawls,
a0 Lavge size Plaid Shawls,

T Black ground Cashiere Shouls,

Dea. 1—ut BRADLEY & CATLETT.

——

THOMAS C. WILSON,
T ELEPS at Lis Stable, near the eorner of Thire slreet,
Prog Avene, Hacks fur bite by the Lonr, day,

oor dorany Jovizer peiod,  HIs Lirs are bnoetriel
Lo with tie jas ol the € tptation, ap! his haek.
fven by enrefid ohliging drivers, A personwi alivays
Jeannnd ol the stalile to receive orders, snd direetfons
et wall b chivertuliy and premptly altended to. Fami
SR WL Yo i e b The morning or evening can always
de sreamyndated by making early aj i, i
PoCoOWitven had alio log hige, o« herse New Jor-
sey Bt Bogey, The Iy ey is coverid,  Gentiemor
wishivee o st pate o) vare invited o eall,
Sept. 29 11,
;‘w A I:‘E":l‘li .'.P':\_;t.\l.h:-‘ 'I-.I, { Ih\.\‘__‘\ ND GLASS.—
] .J j| aihd LG8 318 9 I II. Chetinparted perahip
o abin Mrs b 1, e Laveny ool et Yeom otk
~onrers, g larre othmentof the above arlicion, of The
st pathianhe aml shagies, Bl exXpets iy on low days
[0 paekagesof Tudi, Broneh sl Eoglish China Ding
{ sl Tea, ots, Bees whivh, with his former stoek, make
| Bis st ont Testepaive and entmplite, Al of wlin
Pl b sald whelesale and retail ut the Alexamdoia aud
Nty Itices,
He colfeits a ool from Lis fiends and*the Poblic gone-
Hy. wsstonge ottt gothing on Jus part shall be

santing Yo pve salislurtiog

A geod &wotinent of Common Ware, suitable
: First rful: ity Etanpaenie, at (he fartory pirires,
Papes in hoxes, Kurvea:and Fo ks, S.vona, Waitere, Bri

nt Waee, German Silver, ke, vampe of almost all de
seriptiots, and Lanipwicks und Glagses,
Nov, 24 .

[travght with the most direful consequences.

with much happier efleet, under the auspiees ol a commitiee, ll_l:m it can be
v me.  Buty anxious as I always am to eontribute whatever is in my power
to the harmony, eoncord and happiness of this great people, 1 Sel myself
irresistibly impelled to do whatever is in my power, incompetent as I feel
tyeellf 1o be, to dissuade the publie from continuing to agitate a subject

There are three classes of perzons opposed, or apparently opposed, to the
continned existence of slavery in the United States. The first are those
who, from sentiments of philanthropy and humanity, are conscientiously op-
posed o thg existence of slavery, but who are no less opposed, at the same
time, o any disturbance of the peace and tranquillity of the Union, or the
infringement of the posers of the States composing the Confederacy. In
this class may be comprehended that peaceful and exemplary soeiety of
“Iriends,” one of whose established maxims is, an abhorrence of war in
all its forms, and the cultivation ‘of peaee and good-will amongst mankind.
‘The next elass consists of apparent abolitionists—that is, those whe, having
been persuaded. that the rightof petition has been violated by Congress, co-ope-
rate with the abolitionists for the sole purpose of asserting and vindieating
that right. ~ Anid the third class are the real ultra-abolitionists, who are re-
solved to persevere in the pursuit of their ohject at all hazards, and without
regard to any consequences, however ealamitous they may be. Withthem, the
cights of property are nothing ; the deficiency of the powers of the General
Government is nothing; the acknowledged and incontestable powers of the
States are nothing ; eivil war, a dissolution of the Union, and the overthrow
ol a government in which are coneentrated the fondest hopes of the civilized
world, are nothing. A single idea has taken possession of their minds, and
onward they pursue it, overlooking all barriers, reckless and regardless of
all eonsequences,  With this elass, the immediate abolition of slavery in the
Distriet of Columbia, and in the Territory of Florida, the prohibition of the
removal of elaves from State to Siate, and the refusal to admit any new
State, comprising within its limits the institution of domestic slavery, are but
so ey means condueing to the accomplighment of the ultimate but perilons
eivd at which they avowedly and boldly aim; are but so many short stages
tin the long and bloody road to the distant goal at which they would finally
wrive,  Their purpose is abnlition, univerzal abolition, peaceably if it can,
foreibly i it must,  Their object is no longer concealed by the thinnest
veil i it is avowed and proclaimed.  Uuterly destitute of eonstitutional or
other rightful power, living in totally distinel communities, es alien to the
communities in which the sobject on which they would operate resides, so
e as coneerns politieal power over thut subjeet, as if they lived in Alviea
or Asia, they nevertheless promulgate to the world their purpose to be to
manumit forthwith, and without eompensation, and withont meral prepara-
tinn, three millions of negro slaves, under jurisdietions slorather separated
from those under which they live. T have said that immediate abolition of
slavery in the District of Columbia and in the Territory of Florida, and the

‘| exclusion of new States, were only means towards the attainment of a much

more unportant end,  Unfortunately, they are not the only means.  Ano-
ther, and much more lamentable one, is that which this class is endeavoring
io emplay, of arraying one portion against another portion of the Uunion.—
With that view, in all their leading prints and publieations, the allegad hor-
rovs of slavery are depieted in the most glowing and exaggerated colors, to
excite the imaginations and stimulate the rage of the people in the (ree
States arainst the peas's in the glave Sties,  'Ihe slaveholder is field up
and vepresented as the most atrocions of human beings.  Adverusements of
fugitive slaves aud of slaves to be sold are enrefnlly colleeted and blazoned
furth, 1o infuse a spirit of detestation and hatred against one entire and the
fargest section of the Union.  And like o notorious agitator upon another
theatre, they would huut down and proseribe from the pale of civilized so-
ciety the inhabitants «f that entire section.  Allow me, Mr. President, to
sy that whilst 1 recognise in the justly wounded feelings of the Minister
of the United States at the Court of 8t. James much to excuse the notice
which he was provoked to take of that agitator, in my linmble opinion, he
would better have consulted the diguity of his station and of his country in
treating Lijn with coatemptuons silence.  He would exclude us from Bure-
pean socicty—he who himsell ean only obtain a contraband admission, and

is received with geornful wepuananee into it! I he be no more desirous of
onr our society than we are of his, he midy vest agsured that a state of eter-

nal non-intercourse will exist between ue.” Yes, sir, I think the American

Minister weuld have best pursned the dictates of true dignity by regarding

the lznguage. of the member of the Beitish House of Commons as the ma-

for gro- Hignant ravings of the plunderer of his own country, and the hbelley of a

foreign and kindred people.

But the means to which T have already advested are not the only ones
which this third clags of nltra-abolitionists are em ploying to effeet their ulti-
mate end.  They began their operations by professing to employ cnly per-

suasive means in appealing to the humanity, and enli hieriing the ugu[em?m[-
ings, of the sluvcholding porfion of the Union. If theré was some kind-
ness in this avowed iotive, it must be acknowledged that there was rather a
presumptuovs display alsp of an sesomed superiority in intelligence and’
snowledge. For somu wme, they continudtt to make these sppeals to our

duty and our imrest; buke impationt with the slow mflnenee of their logic

[tipon our stupid minds, they recently resolved fo ehanwe tieir system of ac-:

tion.  'T'o the ageney” of thedr powers of persnasion, they now propose o'
substitute the powers of the balot hox; and he mas be blind to what is:
passing hefore us, who o 1es nof perecive thal the dnevitatle tendency of their
proceedings is, if ihese st onld be found imsuflicient, to invoke, finally, the
mute potend powers ol the 1, ayonet. : :

Mr. President, it is at this o larming stage of the proceedings of the ultra-
abolitionists that T would serious 'y invite every c‘hllmikrate man in the eoun-
try solemuly o pause, and deliber.tely to refleet, not merely on our existing
posture, but upan that dreadful pree, e down which ‘I“{Y_W"“r‘rf hurry us..
It is because these wltea-abolitionists hy've ceased t> employ the instruments
ol reason and persuasion, have made the ir caose pokitical, and have appealed
v the ballot box, wbat T am induced, upon this ocession, to address you.
There have heen three epochs in the hist,'ry of enr country at which the
spirit of abolition displayed itself. ‘I'he first Was immediately after the for-
mation of the present Federal Government. When the Constitation was
ahout going into operation, its powers were not w ¢l understoort by the com-
munity at large, and remaiued to be accurately inter,"reted and defined. At
that period, numerous abolition societies were formed, "Omprising not merely
the Suciety of Friends, but many other good men. Peuilions were present-
ed to Congress, praying for the abolition of slavery, Th.y were received
without serious opposition, referred, and reported upon by a committee,—
T'he report stated that the General Government had no power to abolish sla-
very as it existed in the several States, and that these States the, nselves had
exclusive jurisdiction over the subjest.” The report was generally a “quicsced
in, and satisfaction and tranquillity ensued ; the abolition societies th ereafter
limiting their exertions, in respeet to the black population, to offices ¢ f hu-
manity within the scope of existing laws.

The next period when the subjeet of slavery, and aholition incidentally,
waus bronght into notice and discussion, was that on the memorable occasion
of the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union. The struggle
was long, strennous and fearful. It is too recent to make it necessary to do
more than merely advert to it, and 1o say, that it was finally compoged b
one of those compromises characteristic of our institutions, and of whicﬁ
the Constitmion itself is the most signal instance,

The third is thatin which we now find ourselvés, Various causes, Mr.
President, have contributed 10 produce the existing excitement on the gub-
ject of abolition. 'The prineipzl one, perhaps, is the example of British
emaneipatien of the slaves in the islands adjacent to our country, Such is
the similarity in laws, in language, in institations, and in common origin,
between Great Britain and the United States, that no great measure of na-
tional poliey can he adopted in the one country without producing a consi-
derable degree of influenee in the other. Confounding the totally different
cases together, of the powers of the British Parliament and those of the
Congress of the United States, and the totally different sitnations of the Bri-
tish West India Islands, and the slaves in the sovereign and independent
Sttes of this Confederaey, saperficial men have inferred from the undecided
British experiment the practicability of the abolition of davery in these
Sites. The powers of e British Parliament are unlioited, and are often
deseribed 10 be omnipotent.  “The powers of the American Cungress, on the
contrary, are few, eantiously limited, serupulously excluding all that are not
granted, and, above all, carefully and absolutely exeluding all power over
the existenee or continnance of slavery in the several Siates. 'The slaves,
too, upon which British 1 gislation operated, were not in the bosom of the
Kingdom. but in remote and feeble colonies, having no voice in Parliament.
{ The West India slaveholder was neither represented nor representative in
that Parliament,  And whilst T most fervently wish complete suceess to the
British experiment of West India emancipation, 1 confess that I have fearful
forebodings of o disastrons termination of it.  Whatever it may be, I think
it must be admitted that, i the British Parliam-nt treated the West India
slaves as freemen, it also treated the West India freemen as slaves. If, in-
steadd of these slaves being separated by a wide ocean from the parent coun-
try, three or four millions of African ne. roslaves had been dispersed over Eng-
land, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, and their owners had been members of
the British Parliament, a case which would have presented some analogy to
that of our own eountry—does any ane believe that it would have been ex-
pedient or practicable to have emancipated them, leaving them to remain,
with all their embittered feelings, in the United Kingdom, boundless as the
powers of the British Parliament are?

Other causes have conspired with the British example to produce the ex-
isting excitement from abolition. I say it with profound regret, but with no
intention to oecasion irritation here or elsewhere, that there are persons in
both parts of the Union who have sought to mingle abolition with politics,
and to array one portion «f the Union against the other. 1t is the misfor-
tune in free countries that, in high party times, a disposition too often pre-
vails to seize hold of every thing which can strengthen the one side or
weaken the other. Charges of fostering abolition designs have been heed-
lessly and unjustly made by one party against the other. Prior to the late
election of the present President of the United States, he was charged with
heing an abolitionist, and abolition desizns were imputed to many of his sup-
porters. . Much as 1 was opposed to his election, and am 1o his' Administra-
tion, I neither shared in making nor believing the truth of the charge. «He
was scarcely installed in office before the same charge was directed against
those who oppased his eleetion,
Mvr. President, it is not true, and T rejoice that it is not true, that either of
the two great parties in this country has any designs or aim at abolition. I
should ceeply lament if it were true. 1 should consider, if it were true,
that the danger 10 the stability of our system would be infinitely greater than
any which does, T hope, actually exist.. Whilst neither party can be, I think,
justly sceused of any abolition tendency or purpose, both have profited, and
hoth have been injured, in porticular localities. by the accession or abstraction
of abolition support. If the aceount were fuirly stated, I believe the party
to which Lam opposed has profited mueh more. and been wjured mush less,
than that to which I belong. But I am far, for that reason, from being dis-
posed to aecuse our adversaries of being abolitionists. )

And now, Mr. President, allow me to consider the several cases in which
the authority of Congress is invoked by these abolition petitioners upon the
subject of domestic slavery. e first relates 1o it as it exists in the Distriet
of Columbia. The following is the provision of the Constitution of the
United States in reference to that matter:

* To exercise exclusive legislation in al cases whatsaever over such
ceeding ten miles square ) as may by cession of parficular States,
Conyress, become the Seat of Government of the United States,™
T'his provision preceded. in point of time, the actual cessions which were
made by the States of Maryland and Virginia. The object of the cession
was to establish « seat of Government of the United States 3 and the grant
in the Constitution of exclusive legislation must be understood, and should
he always interpreted, as having rektion to the object of the cession. It
was with a full knowledge of this clause in the Constitution that those two
States ceded to the General Government the ten miles square, constituting
the Distriet of Columbia, In making the cession, they supposed that it gyas
to be applied, and applied solely, to the purposes of a seat of Government,
for which it was asked,  Wiien it was made, sluvery existed in both those
Commonwealths, and in the ceded territory, as it now continues to exist in
a could have anticipated that,

all of them. Neither Maryland nor Virgini
ithin their respective limits, its abolition

whilst the institution remained w
Congress without their consent. Neither of them

would he attempted by
would probably have made an unconditional cession, of they could have an-

ticipated such a resnlt,
_ From the nawre of the provision in the Constitution, and the avowed ob-
Jeet of the acquisition of the territory, two duties arise on the part of Con-
gress.  The first is, to render the District available, comifortable, and conve-
nieuty as a geat of Government of the whale Union ; the other is, to govern
the people within the District so as best to promote l.heirllappines:s and pros-
perity. 'l‘he:fr{ objects are totally distinet in their nature, and, in interpret-
ing and exereising the grant of the power of exelusive legislation, that dis-
tinetion thould be constantly borne in mind.q Is it necessary. in order to
render thif place a comfortable seat of (he General Govermnen;. to abolish
slavery within its limits?  No one can or will advanee such a roposition.
The Gm{vrnmcut has remained here near forty years without tEe slightest
tneonvenience from the presence of demestic slavery. [Is it necessary to the
well-being of the people of the District that slavery shonld be abolished
from Amonest them?  "Lhey not only neither ask nor desire, but are almost
manimously opposed to it. It exists here in the mildest and most mitigated
form. Tna population of 39,834, there were, at the last enumeration of the
pnpni.-xti:m of the United States, but 6,119 slaves. 'I'he number has not
probably much inereased since. They are dispersed over the ten iles
square, engaged in the quiet pursuils of husbandry, or in menial offices in
domestie life, 11 it were necesgary to the efficiency of this place as a seat
W the General Government to abolish slavery, which is' utterly denied,
the gholition should be confined to the necessity which prompts it, that if, to
the limits of the eity of Washington itsell.  Beyond those limits, persons
concerned in the Government of the United States have no more to do
_Wi[h the i|‘|h:;])i|_:‘||~|ts of the Distriet than tbay ‘lﬁve Wilh the Inhahililnl! of
the adjacent counties of Maryland and Virginia which lie beyond the District.
| ( Continued on the second page of this paper.)
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